
The Rural Retreat Town Council held a regular meeting on September 25, 2007, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Rural Retreat Town Hall Council Chambers. 
 
PRESENT RURAL RETREAT TOWN COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
Mayor Timothy Litz    Jerrell Hall 
Vice-Mayor Jim Lloyd   Scott Mecimore 
Ed Schaack      
             
ABSENT 
 
Keith Crigger 
Dale Yontz 
 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT 
 
Raymond Matney, Town Manager 
Robert Lewis, Police Chief 
Lori Guynn, Clerk/Treasurer 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
 
NONE 
 
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 
Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined the presence of a quorum. 
 
INVOCATION  
 
The invocation was delivered by Rev. Ed Schaack. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Scott Mecimore, seconded by Vice-Mayor Jim Lloyd to 
approve the minutes of the September 11, 2007 meeting and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
CITIZEN’S TIME 
 
NONE 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
 
NONE 
 
POLICE REPORT 
 
Chief Lewis stated he is continuing to wait for a response from Senator Webb’s office in regards 
to grants for an emergency warning system. 
 
Councilmember Mecimore stated he had seen newspaper articles that stated localities had 
received new police cars from grants available through Rural Development and he thought the 
Town should look into this possibility for future funding.  Chief Lewis stated Mr. Matney and 
himself had discussed applying for the funding through Rural Development to possibly purchase 
a new brush truck for the Fire Department. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
  
WEB GIS – Councilmember Mecimore stated he had spoken to Susan Moore with Anderson and 
Associates, Inc. via email in reference to adding additional information onto the Web GIS site 
concerning the water and sewer systems such as water valves and the size and elevation of the 
lines.  Councilmember Mecimore also asked about updating the parcel information.  Ms. Moore 
responded that any information can be added to the individual layers on the water and sewer 
systems and the parcel information can be updated as often as the new aerial photos are taken.  
She also stated that any additional information the town wanted to add would be included in the 
layer cost at no additional monthly charge.  Additional or manual updates would be charged at 
the hourly rate. 
 
Mr. Matney stated he had spoken to Wythe County Administrator Cellell Dalton concerning the 
charge for the parcel information.  Mr. Dalton told Mr. Matney if the parcels were made 
available to the public then the Town would have to pay the $1,900 charge.  Mr. Matney then 
asked if he would still require the fee if the information was used in house only.  Mr. Dalton 
insinuated it would be negotiable. 
 
Councilmember Mecimore stated he thought the Council needed to wait until all members were 
present prior to making a decision on the purchase of the GIS system. 
 
Mayor Litz requested that this item remain on the agenda for further discussion at the next 
meeting and the email correspondence between Councilmember Mecimore and Ms. Moore to be 
included in the next meeting packet. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
NONE 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Mr. Matney asked the Personnel, Ordinance and Legal Matters Committee Chairman Ed Schaack 
if the Personnel Committee would consider meeting and reviewing the Town’s holiday policy.  
Previously, the town employees received the same holiday’s that the State of Virginia received, 
however the personnel policy was changed.  He further stated it was difficult to conduct town 
business on the holiday’s that other offices are closed. 
 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made a part of these minutes.  The 
following items were discussed and/or acted upon: 
 
UTILITY EQUIPMENT TRAILER – Mr. Matney stated he had spoken to Roger Dalton with 
Dalton Enterprises concerning the $3,250 quote he submitted on an Adam utility equipment 
trailer.  He asked Mr. Dalton if he would consider lowering the quote price.  Mr. Dalton stated he 
would have to review the quote and would notify him.  The trailer quoted is 20 ft. in length and 
has a 4 ft. dove and includes construction ramps.  Councilmember Schaack made a motion to 
allow Mr. Matney to purchase the trailer at his discretion.  Following additional discussion 
concerning the purchase of an utility equipment trailer, the motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Hall and passed unanimously. 
 
REQUEST FOR WATER SERVICE – A request for water service was received for Murphyville 
Road.  The main water line in the area is sufficient to handle an additional service connection.  
Councilmember Mecimore made a motion to approve the water service request.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Hall and passed unanimously. 
 
PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX RELIEF – The 2007 tax books have been received from the 
Wythe County Commissioner of Revenue.  The Council needs to set the 2007 personal property 
tax relief rate in which 58.75% is recommended.  This rate is 3.45% lower than the 2006 rate of 
62.2%.  A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Lloyd to adopt the 2007 personal property tax relief 
rate of 58.75%.  Councilmember Hall seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
The bills were read and approved for September 25, 2007. 
 
TALK OF THE TOWN 
 
Mayor Litz is to attend the Talk of the Town radio program at WYVE/WXBX radio station on 
Wednesday morning. 
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ADJOURNMENT                                                     
 
There being no additional business, the meeting was adjourned by Councilmember Schaack. 
 
 
 
                      
                               Mayor 
 
 
               
         Clerk                                                      
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