MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN
COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON
TUESDAY, June 27, 2017 - 7:00 P.M.
Mayor and Council Members Present:

Mayor Timothy Litz; James P. “Sean” Viars; Geary
Jonas; Brian Vaught; Michael Duncan

Council Members Absent:

Vice-Mayor Dale Yontz, James Lloyd

Administration Present:

Jason Childers, Town Manager
Monica Patton, Clerk/Treasurer
Derek Breedlove, Police Chief

Administration Absent:

None

Others Present:

Jerry Hurt, Ian Friend

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present.
INVOCATION
The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to approve
the minutes of the June 13, 2017. There being no discussion, the motion passed by a vote of three
(3) for: Jonas, Viars, Vaught; zero (0) against; one (1) abstain: Duncan.
CITIZEN’S TIME
Jerry Hurt addressed council to report the first annual Appalachian Culture Day at the Depot was
a success with over 700 people in attendance throughout the day.
Ian Friend was present and introduced himself offering assistance with community development
block grants. Mr. Friend was hired by Jeannie Stosser as an intern for the Depot. Mr. Friend is
currently obtaining his Masters in Public Administration from Virginia Tech.
CORRESPONDENCE
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Treasurer Patton stated a letter from Robinson, Farmer, Cox Associates was emailed to each
council member to review. The letter states the audit objectives, procedures, and management
responsibilities. The fee will be $12,450. The audit is expected to begin approximately on
September 18, 2017 and reports will be issued no later than November 30, 2017.
Councilmember Viars stated he received a compliment on the town sign that was refurbished
coming into town.
Councilmember Jonas stated Mr. Seagle that works for Town of Wytheville asked why the town
does not mow along the road coming into town more often. Councilmember Jonas added it would
look nice if we could mow more often. Town Manager Childers stated there are times the
maintenance crew just doesn’t have the time to mow. He added the crew just finished a sewer
project and there are two more sewer projects that need to be completed. Mayor Litz stated the
Town of Wytheville has a population of over 10,000 and workforce of over two hundred people.
The Town of Rural Retreat has an approximate population of 1,500 and workforce of 10 full time
employees. He added that he thinks the town employees do an excellent job considering the ratio
of employees to citizens. The mayor added the town can utilize inmates anytime for maintenance
duties. Town Manager Childers stated he has spoken with Chief Breedlove and Councilmember
Vaught about having trustees to assist the maintenance crew. Chief Breedlove stated he has spoken
with the administrator at the regional jail and he stated he could send two trustees to the town.
Treasurer Patton asked if the town’s insurance would cover the inmates. Chief Breedlove stated
that we would need to contact the insurance company and add them to the workers compensation.
Town Manager Childers stated he would call Virginia Municipal League (VML) and inquire about
the insurance.
POLICE REPORT
Chief Breedlove distributed a report for the month of June. He reported he has contacted several
citizens regarding property maintenance and inoperative vehicles. He contacted the county about
assistance from the Sheriff’s office for deputies to patrol and inmates to pick up trash during
Heritage Days. Chief Breedlove stated he has the digital speed sign posted on Main Street as you
enter town from the Crossroads and it has been effective slowing the traffic down. Councilmember
Vaught stated he liked the open building found on his report because that shows he is actually
getting out of the car and checking on businesses.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
DR. PEPPER LOT PROJECT – Report included in Town Manager’s report.
CROSSWALKS - Report included in Town Manager’s report.
DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – Report included in Town Manager’s report.
THE CROOKED ROAD – Councilmember Jonas stated council needs to decide on the Crooked
Road. Councilmember Viars added that it needs to be taken off the agenda because council does
not need to take any action now. He added he believes a committee should be formed to promote
concert events. The town should not be in the business of concert promotion.
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2017-2018 FISCAL BUDGET – Mayor Litz called for a motion to approve the 2017-2018 fiscal
budget. A motion was made by Councilmember Vaught and seconded by Councilmember Jonas
to approve the 2017-2018 fiscal budget. Mayor Litz stated he was asked by someone why the
budget increased by 1,000,000. He reported he answered the citizen by explaining the sidewalk
projects and the downtown revitalization are the reasons for the increase and the budget is
balanced. There being no further discussion the motion passed by a vote of four (4) for: Jonas,
Viars, Vaught, Duncan; zero (0) against. Treasurer Patton asked council to consider an amendment
to the budget to increase the contribution from the county for the fire department. The budget
includes $10,000 for Aid to Localities (ATL) from the county and $10,000 from the state. The
county also budgets $24,600 in operating funds which is not included in the towns revenue.
Treasurer Patton asked council to amend the budget to increase the revenue from the county to the
$24,600. Councilmember Vaught suggested we wait to do the amendment until after the county
adopts the fiscal year 2017-18 budget. He added the county has been back and forth on so many
items in their budget.
RURAL RETREAT COMMUNITY CENTER – Town Manager Childers stated the schedule was
handed over to the town office today. He added he was surprised at how many events are booked.
He stated he will have the locks changed on the building because several people have keys to the
building. Treasurer Patton stated she spoke with Chester Jarosz last week regarding the transfer
of assets. Mr. Jarosz will reconcile the checking account and write a check to the town for all
funds in the checking account and certificate of deposits. She added the revenue and expenses
were added to the budget for 2017-2018.

NEW BUSINESS
None
COMMITTEE REPORTS
HERITAGE DAYS – None
FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – None
PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – None
PUBLIC UTILITIES – None
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT
The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes. The following
items were reported and discussed:
-

I met with a Ken Hundley from Hurt and Proffitt. There is a small amount of asbestos in
the first Randy’s Building. It is contained in the floor tiles and joint compound in the
sheetrock.
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-

I met with Brian Reed, Ken Hundley, and Chad Whitaker from W.E.L incorporated.
W.E.L does abatement projects that include removing the asbestos and demoing the
property. After speaking with Brian Reed we feel that it would be the town’s best
interest to send out multiple bid options. 1. Total project-includes abatement and demo.
2. Abatement only-just asbestos removal. 3. Demo only- Just the demoing of the
buildings.

-

Jennifer Hall with Shentel will have her “Free Movie Night” on Monday July 3rd. The
previous date got rained out.

-

Met with David Edwards from AEP about pole relocation for Phase 9 and 10 of the
sidewalk projects. After inspecting the entire area, he felt that we could get rid of the
poles in the sidewalk on Main St and move the utilities on W. Baumgardner to other side
of the road. Doing this will have less effect on the property owners involved in the
project area.

-

I spoke to the owner of Hilltop Auto and agreed that most of the debris is coming from
their dumpster on the property. He states that he will put the top down from now on.
Hopefully this will resolve the issue.

-

Left message with property owner on Main St. about having trash can beside the road on
a continuous basis. Have not heard back yet. Code Section 42-79 and 42-80 states that
all trash containers are to be set out prior to collection and removed the day of trash
collection.

-

Crosswalk signs will be installed tomorrow morning. 2 signs will be placed on the side
of the crosswalk at Buck Ave and another will be ordered for the crosswalk at Railroad
Ave.

-

I plan to meet with VDOT about getting a stop sign put at the curve on W. Baumgardner.
This is a narrow part of the street and a very sharp curve. Citizens are concerned about
possible accidents occurring there.

Councilmember Viars asked Town Manager Childers if the street sweeper was on the agenda.
Town Manager Childers stated the street sweeper would be utilized before Heritage Days.
Town Manager Childers stated it was brought to his attention that the food truck that sets up at the
Farmer’s Market should purchase a peddler’s license or a business license. Town Manager
Childers stated he would contact the owner of the food truck and request that she purchase a
business license. He added if the town requires her to purchase a peddler’s license then all vendors
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at the Farmer’s Market would be required to purchase the license. He feels like it would not be
fair to the Farmer’s Market to require all vendors to purchase a peddler’s license.
TREASURER’S REPORT
The invoices for June 27, 2017 were read and approved.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned upon a motion by
Councilmember Jonas. The motion was duly seconded and approved.

Mayor

Clerk

