
The Rural Retreat Town Council held a Joint Public Hearing with the Rural Retreat Planning 
Commission in conjunction with the regular meeting on September 14,2010, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Rural Retreat Town Hall Council Chambers. 

PRESENT RURAL RETREAT TOWN COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Mayor Timothy Litz Scott Mecimore 
Vice-Mayor Keith Crigger Dale Yontz 
Ed Schaack Jerrell Hall 

ABSENT 

Peggy Hash 

PRESENT RURAL RETREAT PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS 

Chairman Charles McMillan George Reasor, Jr. 
Vice-Chairman Ed Schaack Allan West 
James A. Hall 

ABSENT 

Brenda Atwell 
Larry Lindsey 

ADMINISTRATION PRESENT 

Raymond Matney, Town Manager 
Lori Guynn, Clerk/Treasurer 
Scott Mitchell, Police Chief 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Jayne Hall, James Hall, Wilma Justus and daughters, Harvey Luttrell, Brenda Maxey 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

INVOCATION 

The invocation was given by Rev. Ed Schaack. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 
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JOINT PUBLIC HEARINGS 

REQUEST FOR ZONING CHANGE ON CHERRY STREET & CONDITIONAL USE 
PERMIT (WILLIAM HARVEY LUTTRELL) Mayor Litz read the public notice as published 
in the Wytheville Enterprise. A copy of the notice is attached and hereby made a part of these 
minutes. He turned the meeting over to Planning Commission Chairman Charles McMillan. 
Chairman McMillan opened the public hearing for comments on both issues being considered. 

Harvey Luttrell addressed the Planning Commission and Town Council and explained the 
property he owns on Cherry Street is his home place and he would like to live there but due to 
the current zoning he can't afford to build a home on the property. He further explained his 
property is surrounded by the railroad, a jUnkyard and a garage with cars sitting around it. Mr. 
Luttrell added the jUnkyard and garage property is owned by a single individual. He continued 
by stating he would like for the property to be rezoned so he can put a doublewide manufactured 
home there. Mayor Litz commented he drives by Mr. Luttrell's property on a daily basis and it is 
well maintained. Chairman McMillan asked if anyone had any qualms with the rezoning request 
or issuing a conditional use permit. Jayne Hall asked how one parcel could be rezoned without 
being considered spot zoning. Chairman McMillan stated his understanding is since the zoning 
is being reversed by one zoning level this is not considered spot zoning. Mr. Matney commented 
this is progressive zoning due to the surrounding properties. Mayor Litz asked how the 
properties on Parsonage A venue are zoned where Cherry Street connects. Mr. Matney replied in 
that area Parsonage Avenue is zoned R-l however the left side of Cherry Street near the 
intersection is not within the town limits. There being no additional comments, Chairman 
McMillan closed the public hearing. He then asked for comments from the Planning 
Commission. Commissioner West asked if it was possible to rezone the entire area on Cherry 
Street to R-2. Mr. Matney responded to Commissioner West by stating it can be done but would 
require advertising and conducting a separate public hearing. Chairman McMillan commented 
he doesn't agree with the property in the area being zoned R-l and he didn't think this request 
would cause any harm. Mr. Matney stated he asked the surrounding property owners to consider 
rezoning their property but he didn't receive a response from them. Chairman McMillan asked if 
the Commissioners had any additional comments. There being none, he asked for a 
recommendation from the Commission. Vice-Chairman Schaack made a motion to recommend 
to the town council to approve the rezoning request made by Harvey Luttrell for his property on 
Cherry Street from R-l (Residential Low Density) to R-2 (Residential - Medium Density). 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reasor and passed by vote of four (4) for: Hall, 
McMillan, Reasor, Schaack and one (1) opposed: West. 

Chairman McMillan asked Mr. Matney if the individual making the request had been informed 
of the requirements for a conditional use permit to locate a doublewide manufactured home on 
this property. Mr. Matney responded yes. There being no additional questions or comments 
from the Commission, Chairman McMillan asked for a motion from the Planning Commission. 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to issue a conditional use permit to Harvey Luttrell to allow 
him to place a doublewide manufactured home on his property on Cherry Street. Commissioner 
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Reasor seconded the motion and it passed by a vote of four (4) for: Hall, McMillan, Reasor 
Schaack and one (1) opposed: West. 

Chairman McMillan informed Mayor Litz the Planning Commission recommends to the Council 
by vote of4-1 to approve each request. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Councilmember Mecimore, seconded by Councilmember Yontz to 
approve the minutes of the August 24, 2010 regular meeting as written. The motion passed by a 
vote of five (5) for and zero (0) against. 

CITIZEN'S TIME 

Jayne Hall addressed the Council on behalf of the Rural Retreat Historical Society. She asked 
the Council to sanction the Historical Society's annual 5K Pepper Run/Walk as a town event 
which is to be held Sunday, October 17, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. Ms. Hall stated as in previous years 
the runlwalk will begin and end at the Community Center and will follow the usual race route. 
Councilmember Mecimore commented one complaint was received on the race held last year. 
Ms. Hall responded by stating she had heard rumors of the complaint but the complaint was not 
directly received by the Historical Society. Councilmember Mecimore made a motion to 
sanction the Rural Retreat Historical Society's 2010 5K Pepper Run/Walk. Councilmember 
Yontz seconded the motion and it passed by a vote of five (5) for and zero (0) against. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Mayor Litz read a letter he received from Michael J. Sobey on behalf of the American Legion 
Post 229 inviting all members of the Council to the Tenth Annual Veteran's Day Parade on 
Sunday, November 7, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. The parade is to begin at Rural Retreat High School, 
will follow the usual parade route, and end at the Rural Retreat Fire House. Mr. Sobey requested 
those who will be attending to notify him. 

POLICE REPORT 

Chief Mitchell explained his monthly activity report of August. He also informed the Council 
the Rural Retreat Police Department has received a $2,000 grant from the Department of Motor 
Vehicles. Chief Mitchell explained this is a highway safety grant and is to be used for 
monitoring traffic in the town. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

REZONING/CUP REQUEST ON CHERRY STREET - Councilmember Schaack made a 
motion to accept the Planning Commission's recommendation to rezone the parcel of property 
on Cherry Street from R-1 (Residential- Low Density) to R-2 (Residential Medium Density). 










